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Calling All Oncology Nurses
Since publication of “From Cancer 

PatienttoCancerSurvivor:LostinTran-

sition” and “Cancer Care for the Whole 

Patient,”theunmetneedsofcancersurvi-
vorshavebecomeunmistakable(Hewitt,
Greenfield,&Stovall,2006;Instituteof
Medicine,2007).Oncologynursesacross
all settings are beginning to address 

those needs. Recently, the Oncology 

Nursing Society organized a task force
toidentifytheorganization’sroleinthe
survivorshipmovement.

From large academic settings to small 

oncology office practices, opportunities 

tohelpcancersurvivorsnowarepossible.
How can each oncology nurse participate? 

The first step is to do an assessment for 

whatsurvivorshipresourcesarealready
available in your setting andwhatones
areneeded(Grant&Economou,2007).
Anassessmentguidewasdevelopedfrom
participant experiences in our National 

Cancer Institute–supported course Sur-
vivorship Education for Quality Cancer
Care;itisavailableathttp://prc.coh.org/
researchinstruments/resources.Answers
tothequestionscanillustratecurrentre-

sourcesandareastobedeveloped.
A next step after assessing your setting 

mightbetoprovidetheCancerSurvivor

Toolbox,availableforfreefromtheNa-

tionalCoalitionforCancerSurvivorship,
to each patient who completes surgery, 

chemotherapy, or radiation therapy (Na-

tionalCoalitionforCancerSurvivorship,
n.d.).Insteadofacakeandballoons,pro-

videthesurvivorshipkit.Inaddition,di-
rectsurvivorstootherresourcesalready
availableinyourcommunity,suchasThe
Wellness Community:www.thewellness 

community.org.

Wehavegatheredpublications,guides,
and other resources for your use in the 

City of Hope Resource Center under Sur-

vivorship(visithttp://prc.coh.org).
Takeasteptowardmeetingsurvivors’

needs.Let’shelpeachotherbystartinga
dialogueaboutwhatyouhavebeenable
toimplement.Welookforwardtoyour
comments and reports.

Marcia Grant, RN, DNSc, and Denice 

Economou, RN, CNS, Survivorship Edu-

cation for Quality Cancer Care, City of 

Hope, Duarte, CA 
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Nurse Jackie Soprano, RN
IlovedtheHBOseries“TheSopranos.”

Heck, growingup just two states away
andsharingthenortherncorridorofI-95,
I knew those characters. Disregarding
her two flings with a priest and a visi-
tor from the “old country,” Carmela was 

my favorite. Carmela was the ultimate
matron,exhibitingskillsascommunica-

tor of the family legacy and the primary 

choreographerofkindredchaos.Shewas
acaregiver,responsivetothoseinneed,
and routinely attended funerals. What a 

perfectchoicetoplayNurseJackie.
On the new Showtime series, “Nurse 

Jackie”(playedbyEdieFalco,theactress
whobroughtusCarmela)makesnobones
aboutwho’sincharge.Sherunsatightship,
delegateseffectively,andiswellversedin
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